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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 1268] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1268) for the relief of Panaiotis Nicurezos, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Panaiotis Nicurezos. The bill provides for an 
appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of the required visa 
fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born on the Isle of Kassos, Greece, on 
December 10, 1894, and is a citizen of Italy. He was last admitted 
to the United States as a visitor on June 13, 1949. His mother and 
two sisters reside here, one of his sisters being a citizen and the other 
a legal resident. 

A letter dated September 7, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
OFFICE OF THE Deputy ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
Washington, September 7, 1951. 
Hon, Pat McCarran, 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1268) for the relief of Panaiotis 
Nicurezos, an alien. 

The bill would provide that Panaiotis Nieurezos shall be considered to have 
been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the 
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date of its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fee and head tax. It 
would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the proper quota-control 
officer to deduct one number from the appropriate immigration quota, 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mr. Nicurezos is a native of Greece and a citizen of Italy. He was 
born on the Isle of Kassos, Greece, on December 10, 1894. He arrived in Phila- 
delphia, Pa., on June 13, 1949, and was admitted as a visitor for business until 
September 18, 1949, under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Aet of 1924. Mr. 
Nicurezos was granted several extensions of his temporary stay, the last of which 
expired on April 14, 1951. During April 1951, he applied for a further extension 
which was denied, and on April 20, 1951, he was informed by the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service that his departure from the United States on or 
before June 15, 1951, would be satisfactory. 

The files further disclose that Mr. Nicurezos has resided in New York City 
since his arrival, and that he has not been employed, although he is acting as a 
representative for the San Leonardo Steamship Co. of Panama. Mr. Nicurezos 
stated that he has received no salary in this connection. and that he has a checking 
account at the National City Bank of New York with $300 on deposit there, as well 
as a checking account at the Bank of Athens in New York City with $1,600 on 
deposit. He further stated that he owns stock and bonds, from which he receives 
an annual income of about $8,000, and that he has personal effects and furniture 
in this country valued at $13,000. Mr. Nicurezos is not married and resides with 
his mother. 

The quota for Greece, to which Mr. Nicurezos is chargeable, is oversubscribed 
and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. In this respect, his case is 
similar to that of many other aliens who desire to enter this country for permanent 
residence but who are unable to do so because of the oversubscribed condition of 
the quotas to which they are chargeable. The record presents no facts which 
would justify the enactment of special legislation granting him a preference over 
the many aliens in Greece and other foreign countries who are awaiting their turn 
for quota numbers. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend the enactment 
of this bill 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Herbert H. Lehman, the author of the bill, has submitted a 
number of letters and documents in connection with the bill, among 
which are the following: 

In the matter of Paniotis Nicurezos. 
Hon. Hersert H. Leaman, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Paniotis Nicurezos was born on the Island of Cassos, Dodecanese Islands, on 
December 10, 1894. When he was approximately 2 years old his family moved 
to Istanbul, Turkey, where his father was engaged as a ship chandler. He re- 
mained in Istanbul until 1913 then he moved to England, residing in New Castle 
for a year and in London for seven additional years; thereafter moving to Mar- 
seilles, France, for a year, and then to Rumania. He lived in Braila, Rumania 
for a year and then lived in Galatz, Rumania, from December 1923 until Febru- 
ary 1949. Thereafter, he went for a temporary stay to Rome, Italy, for 2 months 
and then for another temporary stay at Marseilles, France, for 2 months, then to 
the United States where he entered as a temporary visitor as a passenger on the 
S. S. Nicolas Kairis at Philadelphia, Pa. on June 13, 1949, and has remained in 
the United States since that time. 

During all his adult life, he has been engaged in the operation of vessels either 
as an agent or owner. 

During the period of the First World War, he was connected with the operation 
of six vessels by and between the Mediterranean ports. These vessels were en- 
gaged in aiding the war effort and were operated under directives of the British 
Ministry of Shipping. In fact one vessel, the 8. 8. Caterina was torpedoed and 
sunk by German underseas boats during the month of May 1918. 

During the period known as the Second World War he was, for all practical 
purposes, under city arrest in Rumania. He had been engaged in the opera- 
tion of vessels under the Egyptian flag until 1940, when, because of the invasion 
of Rumania, he was deprived of his business and was not permitted to travel 
from village to village without special permission and was not permitted to de- 
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part to any neighboring country even though such country might be under the 
control of the same occupying power. In order to maintain himself, he built 
rowboats or other small wooden craft for the domestic use of the natives of 
Galatz, Rumania. He continued this work until 1947, when the Russians oc- 
cupied Rumania, and then was prevented from doing any work. His business 
and all other assets were conscripted by the Russian occupying forces and he 
was not permitted to leave Rumania until February of 1949. 

At the. time of his birth, the Dodecanese Islands were under Turkish rule. 
Thereafter, the islands were transferred to Italy and after the Second World War 
they were transferred to Greece. This transfer of territory has been recognized 
by the United States ana so the applicant is now actually a native of Greece and 
chargeable to a quota of Greece. He has never been in Greece except for short 
visits to his mother in 1930, 1934, and 1939. His father aied in 1905 leaving 
surviving his mother and two daughters, All of them are now in the United 
States, one of his sisters being a citizen and the other a legal resident. He has 
no relatives in Greece, Italy, or Turkey. He has no property in any of those 
three countries and he has never been a resident of any of those countries, except 
for his residence in his native town for 2 years and three temporary visits to 
Greece. His home during his adult life was either in England or in Rumania. 
He has now been advised that he cannot return to England, where his last resi- 
dence was in 1921, which would leave the only countries to which he could go. 
if compelled to leave the United States, either Greece or Rumania. 

‘Lhe Displaced Persons Act of 1948, as amended, would appear to provide for 
his inclusion under that part of the act which provides for adjustment of status 
for aliens temporarily in the United States if he had been in the United States 
on April 30, 1949. This statement is made because of the discussion of various 
Senators as it appears in the Congressional Record of June 7, 1950. In that 
discussion Senator Robinson cited a case (p. 8332) ‘‘The case then pending dealt 
with a man whose father was a Greek and whose mother was a Rumanian, and 
who had been a resident of Rumania and was a refugee from Rumania. But on 
account of his alleged Greek citizenship, because his father was a Greek, it was 
ruled that he was not eligible inasmuch as he could not return to Greece because 
of the unemployment there; they would not accept him.” 

Both Senators McCarran and Kilgore advised that the wording of the amended 
act would cover that particular case. 

In Mr. Nicurezos’ case, he cannot be included because he did not actually 
arrive in the United States until June 13, 1949. ‘The only relief, therefore, appli- 
cable to him would be the introduction and passage of a private bill. ‘lhere is 
no fear of Mr. Nieurezos becoming a public charge as he is conservatively worth 
a minimum of $30,000. He is now engaged in the operations of vessels; such 
vessels have made trips between the United States and Japan during the present 
crisis and it is sincerely believed that his entry into the United States would be 
beneficial and not harmful. He cannot return to Rumania because of well- 
grounded fears that he would be persecuted because of both his religious and 
political beliefs. He is a Greek orthodox and all members of any church are 
persecuted for religious beliefs in any country behind the iron curtain. He is 
now and has always been anti-Communist, has never participated or been a member 
of any political organization, and is a strong believer in the democratic principles 
of government. 

In view of the feregoing, I am attaching hereto a suggestive bill which might 
be introduced for his relief. 

GEORGE MOERMAN, 
Altorney at Law, City of New York. 





Heuiientc Bank Trust Company, 
New York, N. Y., March 15, 1951. 
Re Panaiotis Nicurezos. 
Hon. Hersert H. LenMan, 
United States Senator from New York, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: With reference to your memorandum regarding informa- 
tion necessary to the Senate Judiciary Committee, it is my pleasure to state the 
following: 

1. Mr. Nicurezos, immediately after his schooling, went to England, where 
he spent about 8 years in learning the administration of the shipping business. 
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In 1922, he moved to Rumania, where he handled shipping business until 1940 
when, on account of the Second World War, all private shipping business in that 
country stopped. From that year and until 1947, he had established a ship 
repairing business for wooden craft. This business has been stopped by the 
Communist regime in Rumania, and due to conditions prevailing there, he at- 
tempted to get away from that country, and finally succeeded in doing so in 
February 1949. Traveling through Hungary, Austria, Italy, and France, he 
arrived in the United States in June 1949 aboard the freighter Nikolaos Kairis, 
in Philadelphia, Pa, 

2. Mr. Nicurezos, since his arrival in this country, occupied himself in looking 
after shipping interests at the Martrade Corp., 44 Whitehall Street, New York. 

3. Mr. Nicurezos’ own financial position is such that he can cover his living 
expenses without depending upon any other person for support. 

4. Mr. Nicurezos is definitely not engaged in any activities, political or other- 
wise, injurious to American public interests. 

5. Mr. Nicurezos has not been convicted of any offense under any Federal or 
State law. 

In conclusion, as an American citizen, I want to state that it is my belief that 
Mr. Nicurezos would be a good asset to the shipping industry in this country. 

Respectfully yours, 
EvancEe.tos T. HarRDALOUPAS, 


AMERICAN TRAMP SHipPING DEVELOPMENT CorpP., 
New York, N. Y., March 7, 1961. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

The undersigned Anthony G. Couloucoundis, shipowner, have pleasure in 
confirming that Mr. Panaiotis Nicurezos, Italian subject of Greek origin, whom I 
have known for a period of over 15 years, is an experienced shipping man. 

I feel that should he be allowed to remain in this country, he would be very 
helpful to shipping and business, owing to his long experience and realtions. 

He is a re‘ugee from Rumania and of outstanding moral character. 

Yours very truly, 
AntHoony G. CovuLoucounDis, 
President (American Citizen). 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1268) should be enacted. 
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